Questions to ask about reading material
Talking about what we are reading is one way we improve our understanding and share our enjoyment of what we are reading. Below are questions to use to prompt thoughtful discussion. Ask follow up questions, such as “Why do you think that?” 

You can also use these questions to discuss movies and oral stories. 
What is happening in the story right now?
What do you picture as you read this story? What words helped you visualize?

What do you think will happen next? What in the story makes you think so?
Has anything like what is happening in the story ever happened to you?
What questions do you have about the story so far?
What do you know about the characters? (Go beyond physical characteristics, age, etc. to discuss traits such as kindness, courage, loyalty etc.) How does the author let you know this about the character? Do you think the character is someone you would like?
Why do you think the character (did a certain thing?) Why do you think that?

What were the most important events in the story?

Where and when is the story set? How does the author tell you about the setting?

What is the conflict or problem is this story? How do you think it will be (or how was it) resolved? 
How did the character change? Did the character learn something or mature in some way?
What do you think was good about this story? What do you think could have been better?

Especially for nonfiction
Before reading: 
What do you already know about this topic? What information are you hoping to find in this book?

During and after: 
What are some of the key concepts presented in this book? 
How is the book organized (chronological order, by subtopics, etc.)?
What kinds of text features (such as maps, diagrams, and tables) were there and what kind of information did they provide?

What would you still like to learn on this topic?
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